
Al̂ A fcICAW, NC

August 17.2006 op
en

NI Lawrence H. Norton
(N General Counsel
^ Federal Cloctiono Commission
O 999-E'Street, NW
* Washington, DC 20463 fT *7 Q Q

3 RE: Federal Elections Complaint MUR *•• ' ' '
o
o Dear Mr. Norton,
(N

This letter is intended to notify the Federal Elections Commission of an apparent
violation of federal tow by Senator John McCain and to initiate a formal complaint. In
brief, I believe based on the evidence outlined below end attached, that Senator McCain
has engaged In a solicitation of soft money In violation of the Bipartisan Campaign
Reform Act of 2002.

As outlined below, Senator McCain appeared on a fundraWng invitation that sollcitod
contributions that were not allowed by BCRA. As the Commission has previously ruled,
federal officeholders may not solicit contributions lor state candidates that exceed
federal limits contained in BCRA. Furthermore, whHe a disclaimer on a separate
solicitation said that contributions over $2100 were not being solicited, It continued to
say that the maximum contribution allowed by Soiith Carolina law was $3500, leaving
ctororetocorrtudethrtcontrtoutfonso
name of e federal officeholder.

FACTS:

1. On August 15,2006 National Journal (hi its onine 'Hotline on Call' btog)
published an Invitation to a recaption for a South Carolina Adjutant General Stan
Spears that featured Sen. McCain as a •special guest." According to the reports
the invitation had been mailed to the public to solicit attendance and contribiilions
to Spears' reelection campaign to the South CaroHna state office of Adjutant
General.

2. The invitation contains language which says "Minimum Donation requested
$100."



3. The invitation does not say that oontributlons are being solicited only up to
amounts legal under BCRA or are only being solicited from sources that may
contribute under BORA.

4. The invitation contains a disclaimer saying that members of the National Guard
and lobbyists should disregard the irn t̂ton as candidates for Adjutant General
may not solicit contributions from National Guard members. It also says that
members of the Guard may voluntarily contribute. This disclaimer says nothing
about the solicitation from sources or in amounts barred by BCRA.

•=T 5. OnAugiJSt16,20u*aiiijmberorwBbsta
(M was obtained from the Spears campaign. According to these blogs the card
m accompanied the initial invitation/solicitation.
o
1=1 6. This card contained language which repeated the minimum donation language in
™ the invitation saying, '($100 minimum par couple)."
T
o 7. The card also contained a Disclaimer which said:
CD
™ '̂ HitributtonstoSpeareforAdjiita^

income tax purposes. The solicitation of funds is being made only by Spears for
Adjutant General. We are honored to have Senator McCain as our Special Guest
for this event In accordance with faderal law, Senator McCain is not soliciting
individual contributions in excess of $2,100 par person, nor Is he soliciting
corporate, labor union, or foreign national contributions. South Carolina state taw
allows campaign contributions of up to $3,500 par election cyde. Registered
lobbyists please disregard. PAID FOR BY SPEARS FOR ADJUTANT GENERAL.
PLEASE RETURN IN ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.'

ALLEGATIONS:

1. By asking for unlimited OTrtrt̂
constituted a solicitation of impermissible amounts under BCRA by Senator John
McCain, a federal officeholder.

2. By limiting the restricted sources only to lobbyists and National Guard members,
the Spears Invitation was a solicitation of money from corporate and other
impermiasibto sources under BCRA by Senator John McCain, a federal
officeholder.

3. The RSVP card constitutes a separate solicitation that also violates BCRA. It
again asks for a minimum of $100. It says that the maximum contribution under
South Carolina taw is $3,500, well above the $2100 maximum allowed by BCRA.
This also was a solicitation of funds above the federal limits by Senator John
McCain, a federal officeholder.



«
o

Please find attached to this complaint a copy of the invitation and the RSVP card, both
of which can be obtained from the Spears campaign or from pro-McCain websites
located at:

I look forward to seeing these tads and allegations Investigated and pursued by the
FEC. If you wish to contact ma about this complaint, I can be reached at
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Christine Setzer
Senate Majority Project

O
CD ^^
rsj ExhtoHs Attached

Subscribed and sworn to me this 1$ thdav of August 2006

Notary Public

My Commission expires
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